









—— OO 


PUBLISHED BY N. WHITH « 








es 








MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 


A meeting of the General Synod of the United 
Brethren’s Church was held in Germany last year, 
when a report was presented by the Directors of 
Missions, of the proceedings during the last seven 
years. 


The period of seven years, (says the re- 
port,) which has elapsed since the last Synod 
of the Church of the Brethren in 1818, has 
been a time of much activity in regard to our 
missions, and replete with truths of the won- 
der-working grace of our God and Saviour ; 
insomuch, that in reviewing it we stand aston- 
ished, and feel excited to praise and thanks- 
giving to him who has done so much for the 
promotion of his glory throughout the whole 
extent of our missionary labor. 

During this period, thirty-six missionaries 
have departed to eternal rest; and forty-five 
have been obliged on account of age and in- 
fumitles, to retire from the labor: one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven are now employed in 
thirty four settlements. 

Greenland,—The missionaries had long 
ago contemplated the propriety of forming a 
new settlement in the southern district, near 
Staatenhuck. In 1824,a beginning was made 
to form a new settlement, called Frederick- 
sthal, on the Koeningsbuch, or King’s-brook : 
more difficulties appear to attend the com- 
mencement of this mission, than formerly that 
ot Litchenau. 

Labrador.—During the summer of 1818, 
the brig Jemima sailed for the last time to 
Labrador. The new ship Harmony, on her 
first voyage, carried out 5 new assistants in 
the mission. In 1820 the missionaries at 
Nain celebrated the anniversary of the safe 
passage of the ship, sailing to and from our 
Labrador settlements, for fitiy years. Secu- 
rity also was obtained for the uninterrupted 
possession of a considerable portion of the 
coast, through the kindness of the British 
government, to prevent disturbance to the 
mission. In 1819, the Epistles of the A 
tles were printed in Esquimaux, by the Brit- 
ish and Foreigs Bible Society ; and in 1823, 
anew Esquimaux hymn-book, by the Breth- 
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ren’s Society for the Furtherance of the Gos- 
pel in London, the use of which has been of 
great benefit to our congregations in Labra- 
dor. 

North America—The mission at Goshen, 
on the Muskingum, was given up in 1822; 
the few remaining Christian Indians having 
removed to New Fairfield, in Canada: the 
congregation of Christian Delawares at ee 
place, has, of late, walked worthy of the Gospel, 
Among the Cherokees, the labor of the Breth- 
ren inthe instruction of youth has produced 
much fruit, after patiently waiting thirteen 
years for this blessed effect : a visit of our aged 
brother: Abraham Steiner, to Spring-place, who 
laid the foundation of that mission twenty years 
ago, was not without profit; and in the year 
1821, a new misssion was begun at Oochge- 
loghy: but if the translocation of the Chero- 
kee nation to the Missouri, west of the Missis- 
sippi, should be effected by the state of Geor- 
gia, the future situation of the mission amon 
the Cherokees cannot be foreseen. In North 
Carolina, a small congregation of negroes has 
been formed, consisting of 18 baptized adults, 
with several candidates and baptized children: 
about the end of June 1823, the new church 
near Salem, destined for the negroes, was cone 


| secrated, and brother Abraham Steiver,is now 


their regular minister. In 1823, the North 
American Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, divided itself into two branches; one 
meeting at Bethlehem, and the other at Sa» 
lem in North Carolina—both acting in the 
same spirit. 

Guidna,—In 1821, the attempt made by 
the brethren in Surinam, to prenth thé Gods 
pel to the negroes on the river Neukeur, was 
necessarily abandoned. 

British West India Islands.—The prog 
ress of our mission has been particularly en- 
couraging during the above mentioned, peri- 
od. Even in Barbadoes, more hunger and 
thirst after the word of “God appew ed, 1van 
ever before, since the commencement of the 


| Brethren’s labors in that island ; the mission- 


aries were invited to 20 different plantations 
and a proprietor, Mr. E-imun Haynes, resok 
véd to build a chapel and residence fer a mig- 
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sionary, on his estate, Mount Chance, the 
Colonial Legislature granting permission that 
a new missionary settlement of the United 
Brethren should be formed at that place. In 
St. Kitts, the new settlement at Bethsaida 
was occupied by a resident missionary in the 

eur 1820; and the negroes of that neighbor- 

ood express a very sincere desire to be in- 
structed in the way of salvation. In Jamai- 
ea, Carinel was sold in 1823, and a new set- 
tlement made at Fairfield in Maydayhills: at 
New Eden, a new Church was built, and con- 
secrated im 1820: at Williamstfield, the pro- 
“prietor, Mr. Hall, built a church for the ac- 
commodation of his negroes, who are served 
_ with the Gospel by the missionary of our 
church residing at Irwin: by commission of 
the Elder’s Goaference of the Unity, brother 
Lewis Stobwasser went toJamaica, and spent 
about a year, in 1823, and 1824, in visiting 
all owr missionary stations in that island, God 
granting his blessing to rest on his labors: a 
pew settlement will be formed at Hopeton, 
by invitation of the proprietor, Mr. Hutchin- 
son Scott. In Antigua, two new stations 
have been established ; Newfield in 1818, and 
Cedarhall in 28225 and a chapel built at 
Mountjoy for the use of the brethren: much 
has been dove toward the establishment of 
Sunday Schools for the negro children, and 
more is in contemplation. 

Danish West-India Islands. During 
the above mentioned period, no fewer than 
34 brethren and sisters were called to serve 
our missions in St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. 
Jan, of whom’ 13 departed this life, some of 
them soon after their arrival and in the prime 
of life. In 1819,the new church at Fried- 
ensfeld was consecrated. In 1820 the 
shipwreck and remarkable preservation of 
brother Gloekler and his party, near the isl- 
and of Ter Shilling on the coast of Holland,{ 
created much sympathy in all our congrega- 
tions. During the dreadful conflagration in 
the town of St. Thomas, on the 12th of Feb. 
1825, the mission house and church were 
mercifully spared : but many free negroes be- 
longing to the congregatiou at Niesky, lost 
their all. In general, we mast add the want 
of trade and searcity of money in these three 
islands, ereates some anxiety in our minds as 
it respects the fuiure support of our missions. 

South Africa.—The new church at Gro- 
enekloof was consecrated in the year 1818. 
Enon, on the Witte Revier, was destroyed 
by the Caffres in 15193 but in the following 
yeur, fose as it were, out of its ashes, more 
beautiful than before: our missionaries at 
that place report, that the Caffres have lately 
=_— a desire te become obedient to the gos- 
ve 

















Missions. [Sepr. 


Calmucks.—-We turn with painful sensa- 
tions to the steppes or plains on the river 
Wolga, and to the hordes of Calmucks which 
occupy them. Long had our brethren labor- 
ed in vain, when by the Lord’s blessing, the 
best success began to crown: their exertions, 
hy the commencement of a true and power- 
ful awakening of heart in several families, 
particularly in Sodnom, whose increasing 
knowledge both of himself and of the saving 
gespel of Christ, produced effects most en- 
couraging to others, who followed his exam- 
ple. Unexpectedly all our promising hopes 
appeared blighted by a prohibition to baptize 
the converts ; the Greek church claiming it 
as her own soul right. A journey underta- 
ken, amidst much peril and difficulty, by the 
brethren Zwick and Schill, with a view to dis- 
tribute those parts of the Scriptures which 
had been translated into Mongolian, furnish- 
ed still further proof, that for the present, 
nothing could be effected in promoting this 
important cause. 

The Directors thus close their survey : 

If we take a general view of the, congre- 
gations gathered by our Lord, through the in- 
strumentality of the church of the brethren, 
consisting of upwards of 33,000 converts un- 
der her care, we surely may rejoice over so 
many souls gained for Christ among the Gen- 
tiles. By his blessing, the fruits are increas- 
ing and ripening ; and notwithstanding many 
failings and much imperfection, these congre- 
gations may, with truth, bear the name of 
Chsistian. It is this which supports the con- 
fidence of our missionaries, animates their 
zeal and strengthens their hope, that the good 
work, which by his. Spirit he has begun in 
the hearts of the converted heathen. And 
how many hundreds and thousands are even 
now stretching forth their hands, and calling 
on our church to send messengers of peace to 
them also ! 

All true members of the Brethren’s church, 
will no doubt be earnest in prayer and suppli- 
cation to the Lord, that he would not suffer us 
to want brethren and sisters, who froma right 
impulse, and from love to their Saviour, are 
ready to enter upon the labor, that they may 
gain souls for him—that he would lead and 
keep all our congregations, collected from a- 
mong the heathen, in the way of life everlast- 
ing—that he would open more doors for us, 
in countries in which his holy name is not yet 
known—that he would grant us, as hitherto, 
the means of defraying the great expense at- 
tending our missionary exertions—and that 
he would give us faithful and diligent men to 
superintend these important concerns. We 
commend ourselves to the prayers of all our 
brethren and friends. 
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THE BIBLE WITHUUT NOTE OR COM:IENT, 


From the Thirteenth Report of the North- 
West London Auxiliary Society. 


A poor woman in the last stage of declin- 
ing life, was visited by one of the Committee. 
She appeared totally ignorant of religion, and 
regardless of the consequences of death : she 
was literally “ without hope, and without God 
in the: world.” ‘The Association presented 
her with the word of God: she read it with 
attention. The effect was perceived; a 
change of sentiment and deportment soon 
became apparent to every one around her. 
She exhorted her husband and her children to 
“seck first the kingdom of God, and Uis 
righteousness. Her remaining days were oc- 
cupied in prayer and praises to God, and her 
last faltering accents whispered her hope of 
eternal life through faith in the atonement of 
the Lord Jesus. 

There lived in the district a poor woman, 
whose irritable and quarelsome temper was a 
torment to her husband, children and neigh- 
borhood. She was compelled by sickness to 
so into an hospital, The New Testament 
had been previously put into her hands: she 
read it with devout attention; it testified of 
Christ, and his words proved the power of 
God to the salvation of her soul, She be- 
came humble, meek and lowly, peaceable, 
easy to be intreated: her husband remarked 
that he had never in any one, seen such a 
change. She employed all her remaining 
time in reading it, either to herself, or as her 
strength would admit, to her aillicted com- 
panions in the ward of the hospital. The 
thankfuluess and value which she expressed 
for the book cannot be described: it was her 
constant companion while she lived: it was 
the last earthly object her dying eyes gazed 
upon, and she expired with it pressed to her 
heart. ; 

Another instance of the beneficial influ- 
ence of the werd of God, occurred in a man, 
whose faculties of mind were strong and pow- 
erful ; but alas ! he was a blasphemer, and in- 
jurious ; he dared to defy the God who made 
him; inso'ently boasted that he was deter- 
mined to work on the Sabbath-day; and 
seemed, like the haughty Pharaoh, resolved 
to harden his heart against the Lord, Such 
was his inveterate habit of swearing, that he 
seldom spoke without an oath, and his vio- 
lence of temper made him the terror of his 
family. In his illness he was visited by one 
of the Secretaries : Disease soon made awful 
havoc on his constitution : his body, once tall, 


athletic, and healthy, was now bent down, 


emaciated and feeble. He had been by trade 
a plumber, and the pernicious influence of the 
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lead had contracted and distorted his joints; 
a violent cough and fever preyed upen his 
system, and announced the decree, “ Dust 
thou art, and to dust thou shalt retura.”— 
Thus obdurate, when a bible was offered him 
he refused to read it, Some months: after 
this, the visit of the Secretary wus repeated: 
the poor man then seemed aware of his fatal 
disorder ; death stared him in the faces his 
sins seemed set in array before his ala 

conscience. Siill his proud spirit cefused hu- 
miliation : he raged with despair ; with awful 
curses he imprecated divine vengeance, on 


his guilty head. His wife had read ‘the bible — 


with spiritual benefit, and his hutle girl of a 
bout nine years of age, tock great delight in 
reading it. She was alarmed at the awful 
state of her father’s mind ; she prayed for the 
salvation of his soul; and with child-lik 
simplicity, flattered herself, that if he woul 
but hear her read the bible, it would do hira 
good, He was very fond of this little git, 
and ofien when on account of his violence 
and outrageous temper his wife did not dare 
to approach him, he would receive his child 
with kindness and caresses, and would beat 
her gentle remonstrances on his treatment of 
he: mother. Alive to the salvation .of his 
immortal soul, the litteegitl availed herself 
of her innocent influence, prevailed on him 
to permit her to read some chapters in the 
bible, and constantly accompanied her read- 
ing with earnest prayer that God would ene 
rich her father with His heavenly grace. Afe 
ter much patience and perseverance, there 
was au evident improvement ; a great change 
took place ; he became calm, mild, kind and 
thankful. Swearing wad impious language 
ceased ; he began to read the word of God, 
and to study it. Behold he prayeth !” was 
the remark of his family and friends. He 
died in peace, looking up to the Sayioar of 
mankind, and humbly trusting, that accord- 
ing to His divine promises, He would pardon 
and receive a returning penitent, 





VISIT TO THE TOMB OF HOWARD. 
(From Dr. Henderson’s Biblical Researches.) 


Surrounded by innumerable .sepulchral 
hills, which have now proclaimed to more 
than twenty centuries, that here lie interred 
those men who “ made the world as a wilder- 


ness, and destroyed the cities thereof, and . 


opened not the house of their prisoners, 
with what melancholy pleasure does the Phi- 
lanthropist and the Christian, espy the simple 
pyramid erected to the memory of him, 
Whose was an empire o’er distress, 
The triumphs of the mind! 
To burst the bonds of wretehedness, 
The friends of hymankind! 
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; Whose name through every future age, 
»*s By bard, Philanthrypist, and sage, 
_ In glory shall be sbrined ; 
"* While other Nields and Vennings show 
“Phat sill his mantle rests below.* 


‘At the distance of five versts to the north 


the Prince of Christian Philanthropists—the 
great, the illustrious ‘Howard, who after trav- 
elling 50,000 mifes, to investigate and relieve 
the sufferings of ‘hitmanity, fell a victim, near 
this placé, to his ‘uuremitiing exertions in 
this beneyolept cause, It is situated a little 
to the east of the public read leading from 
Nikoldiéf to Kherson, near the southern bank 
of a small stream which here diffuses a par- 
tial verdure across the steppe. On the oppo- 
site bank are a few straggling and ruinous 
huts, and eclose by, is a large garden, shelter- 
ed ‘by fine lofty trees, which have been plant- 
ed to beautify the villa once connected with 
it, but now no more. The spot itself is san- 
dy, with a seanty sprinkling of vegetationpand 
is only distinguishable from the rest of the 
steppe by two brick pyramids, and a few 
eo in which the neighbouring peasants 
ave interred their dead—attracted, no doubt, 
by:the report of the sygular worth of the 
foreign friend, whose ashes are here deposi- 
ted, till the resurreetion of the just. As we 
approached .the graves, a hallowed feeling of 
no ordinary description, grew upon our minds, 
ond forced upon us the conviction, that the 
Scene before us was indeed privileged beyond 
the common walks of life. One of the pyr- 
amids is erected over the dust of our coun- 
tryman, and the other has subsequently been 
raised over the grave of a French gentleman 
who revered his memory, and wished to be 
buried by his side. As we had no person 
with us to point out which of them was de- 
signed to perpetuate the memory of the Phi- 
lanthropist, it was impossible for us to deter- 
miné, otherwise than by confiding in the ac- 
curacy of information obtained by some for- 
mer admirer of his virtues, who has cut inte 
the brick the very appropriate inscription : 
| VIXIT PROPTER ALTOS. 
It was impossible to survey this simple obe- 
lisk, without reflecting on the superiority of 
incipley which impelled the great friend of 
Fis Species, in that career of disinterested 
benevolence, which-he so unremittingiy pur- 
sued. His was not mere animal sympathy, 
dignified. and refined by its existence in hu- 
mansnature; though he doubtless possessed 
that quality .in po. ordinary degree ; nor did 
his charities flow from an ambition to be ad- 
mired aid extolled by his fellow creatures ; 
his toilsome pilgrimages, and unnumbered 
acta of self-denial, were not performed with 


Visit to the tomb of Howard. 


of Kherson, stands the original monument of 
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the slightest idea of atoning for his sins, or 
meriting a seat in the mansions of bliss—the 
very thought he abhorred, but his whole char- 
acter was formed, and his practice regulated 
by the vital influence of that Gospel which 
reveals the Bivine Philanthropy, expending 
itself upon human weal. Cenceiving himself, 
to be an eternal debtor to the blessed Saviour, 
who stooped to the lowest depths of suffering, 
in order to rescue him from the horrors of 
immortal death, he was sweetly and power- 
fully constrained to imitate his bright exam- 
ple, the characteristics of which are striking- 
ly depicted in the simple declaration: Who 
went about doing good. Such was Howard, 
the most virtuous, and yet the most humble 
of our race. How justly he might have ta- 
ken for his motto what he wrote a few months 
before his death; In God’s hand no instru- 
ment is weak, and in whose presence no flesh 
must glory.” He was enabled to effect great 
things, yet he utterly renounced dependance 
upon himself. “ My-immortal spirit, I cast 
on the sovereign mercy of God, through Je- 
sus Christ, who is the Lord my strength, and 
my song; and, I trust, has become my salva- 
tion. My desire is to be washed, cleansed, 
and justified in the blood of Christ, and to 
dedicate myself to that Saviour, who has 
bought us with a price.” Firmly resting 
upon this foundation, he was well prepared to 
address his last earthly friend and attendant, 
Admiral Priestman, in these words : “ Priest- 
man you style this a dull conversation, and 
endeavour to divert my mind from dwelling 
upon death ; but I entertain very different 
sentiments. Death has no terrors for me : it 
is an event I always look to with cheerful- 
ness, if not with pleasure ; and be assured, 
the subject is more grateful to me than any 
other.” 

His genuine humility, prompted him to 
choose this sequestered spot, for the recep- 
tion of his mortal remains ; and it was his 
anxious desire, that neither monument nor 
inscription but simply a sun-dial should be 
placed over his grave. His wishes were at 
first so far complied with, that no splendid 
monument was erected to his memory; but 
the august monarch, in whose territory so 
many of his benevolent acts were performed, 
and who nobly patronized the attempts made 
to follow out theplans of Howard for the im- 
provement of the state of prisons, has borne 
a public testimony to the respect he enter- 
tained for his virtues by ordering a conspicu- 
ous monument to be built in the vicinity of 
Khershon, the town in which he died. This 
cenotaph, which attracted our notice as we 
approached the gate of the town, is erected 
at a short distance from the Russian cemetery, 





* Wiffen’s “ Aonian Hours” altered: 


and close to the public road. It is built of a 
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compact white free stone, found at some dis- 
tance, and is about thirty feet in height, sur- 
rounded by a wall of the same stone, seven 
feet high by two hundred in circumference. 
Within this wall in which is a beautiful cast 
iron gate, a fine row of Lombardy poplars has 
been planted, which when fully grown, will 
greatly adorn the monument. On the pedes- 
tal is a Russian inscription of the following 
import: 
Howarp 
Died January 20th, 1790, aged 65. 


The simplicity of which is in strict accordance 
with the orders the great philanthropist more 
than once gave, and which with the rectifica- 
tion of the dates, only requires the all em- 
phatic addition, Christ is my hope, to render 
it perfectly conformable to the inscription dic- 
tated by his own pen, and placed under that 
to the memory of his wife -in Cardington 
church, near Bedford. 

Agreeably to his request, a sun-dial is rep- 
resented near the summit of the pillar, but 
with this remarkable circumstance ; that the 
only divisions of time it exhibits, are- the 
hours from ten to two, as if to intimate that a 
considerable portion of the morning of life is 
past, ere we enter on the discharge of its ac- 
tive duties; and that with many, the perform- 
ance of them is over at an early hour after the 
meridian of our days. 


BOMBAY MISSION. 


The following Circular was written by the Rev. 
Gordon Hall, Missionary at Bombay, a short time be- 
fore his death, and forwarded by one of the Mission- 
aries to this country for publication. 


Bombay, Feb. 1, 1826. 


My Dear CuristTian Frienp, 

Your love to your Redeemer, your compass- 
ion for a lost world, and your bowels of mercy for 
your dying, perishing fellow men, often move you 
to call out, * Watchman, what of the night?” A 
dark, a long, a gloomy, a woful night has settled 
upon our guilty race. It envelopes all. [ts issues 
are tuo expanded, too tremendous to be compre- 
heuded by finite intellect. But glory be to God 
iu the highest and forever, that the darkness of 
man’s fall was rapidly succeeded by the light of 
his recovery. From the hour the first beams of 
that light revealed to man the redeeming love of 
God, in the garden of Eden, how has every suc- 
ceeding ray that has fallen upon this dark earth, 
cheered the heart of Christian benevolence, while 
every intervening cloud, obscuring the prospects 
of love and mercy among men, has tried and griev- 
ed the people of God. 

To the far distant heralds of Zion, our hearts 
often seem to call, “ Watchmen, what of the 
night?” Sometimes the reply is, “ Zion travail- 
eth and bringeth forth children; the Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
The word has been preached, prayer has 0 
made, the Spirit has been given, sinners have been 
converted.” We hear the glad tidings. Our 
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hearts ‘leap for joy. We thank God, and take 
courage. 

We turn again, ‘and in other directions’ ask, 
“ Watchmen, what of thenight?” Thee mparn- 
ing hearts heave the heavy sigh; and the biter 
lamentations break upon our ear: “The night is 
prolonged ; the blackness of darktiess still gathers 
upon it. The people see nb light. “They contin- 
ue sitting in the region and »studow of death. 
They stumble upon the dark mouvtains.” Their 
feet go down to death, their steps take hold on hell, 
The Sun of righteousness does not arise to shed 
his vivifying light. upon them. ‘The Lord delay- 
eth his coming to save them. "The beautiful fee 
of those upon the mountains who brig good ty 
dings, who publish salvation, do not come here, 
Heavy tidings. Who wilt not mourn? Aud is 
such the mournful condition of three fourths of 
our cace? Ab itis; itis. And do the blood re- 
deemed followers of Jesus, who received his fare- 
well charge, “ Go ye into all the world, andypreach 
the gospel to every creature,” know that such is 
the mournful condition of three fourths of their 
kindred race? Ah, this they know fall well!s- 
Think of this, and weep, O my soul, and be in 
bitterness, Oh that iny bead were waters and my 
eyes a fountain of tears, that [ might weep day 
and night for my beloved fellow creatures, thus 
left to grope in darkness, and perish without hope $ 
and for the churches too, who look on, and behold 
this teemendous ruin of immortal souls, sweeping 
over a long succession of generations, and yet 
make no more effort to stay’ its ‘awful progress 

Beloved in the Lord, do you from Zion’s must 
favored mount, turn a pitying, waiting, longing 
eye to this dark hemisphere, and ask, * Watch- 
inan, what of the night?’ I am permitted to 
stand in the place of a watchman; buat itis on a 
slender, incipient out work, very far distant from 
the walls of Jerusalem. O that l may always be 
found vigilant and faithful atany post, and ready 
to give a true report. . . 

will send you tidings. In some respects they 

are joyous ; but in others they are grievous. I see 
much around me that is joyous. 
no farther than to the period of my own arrival 
on this spot, and survey but what seems to be our 
own neighborhood, much that is cheering greets 
the eye. Then, from Cape Comorin through the 
whole range gf sea coast, by Cochio, Goa, Bom- 
bay, Surat, Cambay, Bussora, Mocha, and by Mo- 
zambique, including Madagascar, Mauritios, and 
other islands, to the Cape of @bod’ Hope, there 
was not one Protestant missionary ;if we except 
a native missionary who was fo; a snort time pare 
tially established at Surat. 

Bat about three months age, delegates from five 
missions met in the Bombay mission chapel, and 
formed a mi-sionary ” Union, to promote. Chrise# 


tian fellowship, and to consult on the best means 
of advancing the kingdom of Christ in this coum 
try.” 


“The individual missionary whd' constituted one 
of these missions, has sifte cone to England, wet 
to return, and there forey for the prose ot, that miss- 
ion is extinct. "To the other foar belong: nine 
missionaries, and two buropean assistant wieson- 
aries. These missionaries have two common 
printing establishments, and ove sihographic 
press, consecrated to Christ as so inany powerful 
engines for scattering whroed the tight of life. 


if 1 turn back! 
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These four missions have in operation about 60 
schools, in which ae more than 3000 children 
reading, or datly learning to read the word of 
Go, and receiving catachetival instruction. The 
Mi ssiouaries, some or all of them, are every day 
preaching Christ, and him crucified, to the heath- 
en. The scriptures and tracts are travelling 
abroud, and the word of God is working its way 
to immoctal minds wm every direction. Prayer 
is made, aod the promises of Jehovah are lain 
hold on ; while the means (missionaries excepted) 
Of doing a thousan! times more in similar ways 
for the cause of Zion here, are ready at hand. 
These, are good thin S$, and we rejoice in them. 
You too wjlf rejéice to them ; and let us all praise 
the Lord for them. 

But there is something in the weakness of our 
ature, or in the deep subtlety of our adversary, 
which, even while we contemplate such good 
things, and are probing God tor them, is exceed 
ingly apt t» practise a mortal mischief upon us, by 
go alluring and engrossing the mind with the little 
that is done or doing, as to render it seemingly 
blind to the almost aux that still remains to by 
Gone. This brings us to the grievous part of the 
subject. 

t is grievous to behold such an extent of coun 

'y, and go teeming with immortal souls, but yet so 
destitute of the messengers of life. ; 

Fiom Bomb» y, we took down the coast for sev- 
enty miles, and “e see two missionaries ; and four. 
teen miles farther on we see two more. Looking 





in a more easterly diveetion, at the distance of 


about 300 miles; we see one missionary, chiefly 
occupied, however, as a chaplain among Europe 
ans. In an eastern direction, the nearest mission- 
ary ts about 1000 miles from us. Looking a little 
to the north of east, at the‘distance of 1800 miles, 
we see ten 0 twelve missionaries in little more 
than as many miles in length, on the banks of the 
Ganges. Turning thence northward, at nearly 
the same distance from vs, we see three, four, o1 
five more, separated froin each other by almost as 
many hundred intervening miles. And looking 
enward beyond these distant posts, in a northeast 
direction, through the Chinese empire and Tarta 
ry. to Kamschatka, and thence down the north- 
west coast of America to the river Colombia, and 
thence across the mountains to the Missouri, the 
first missionaries we see in that direction, are breth- 
ren Vail and Chapman among the Osazes. 

Agaim we look north, and at a distance of 180 
Miles we see two missionaries; but from thence 
(with two of three doubtful exceptions) through 
all the north of Asia to the pole, not a single miss 
In a northwestern direction, 
biful whether there is now one missionary 
between.us and St. Petersburgh. Westerly, the 
Nearest is at Jerusalem Oo, Beyroot. Southwest, 
the nearest 16 at Sierra Leone, and more to the 
south, the nearest may be among the Hottentots, 
or in Madagascar. 

Can. you count the millions and millions com. 

im this range? Can any but an adamantine 
it survey them, and not be grieved ? 

“A should like to see a new chart of the earth 
adjusted toa double scale of measurement, one 
showing the comparative surface, and the other 
the comparative population of the different sec. 
tions of the earth; all presenting a black ground, 
except those spots where the gospel is preached. 


Bombay Mission. 





{Serr. 


And ona slip of white ground, I would have a 
note of reference to Mark, xvi. 15, 163; and this 
' would have bound up in every bible so as to face 
the same divine charge of Christ to his disciples. 
ii might be recommended to all church members, 
deacous, pastors, and teachers in theology, to add 
to the note on their map, Romans, x. 14, 15, and 
Isaiah, vi. 8, to the last clause ; which latter clause 
I would have every student in theology, and young 
believer of good talents and education, print on 
his chart in grand capitals, preceded by— Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? 

As we must habitually set the Lord Jesus be- 
fore us, or not expect his love will habitually con- 
strain us; so must we habitually contemplate a 
fallen world, lying in the wicked one, or not ex- 
pect that our hearts will be exercised with any 
proper sympathies for the perishing. 

But I will take a more limited view. Here are 
the Mahrattas. They have been estimated at 
12,000,000. To preach the gospel to these 12,- 
000,000 of heathen, there are now six missiona- 
lies, four from the Scottish Missionary Society, 
and two from our Society ; that is, one missiona- 
ry to 2,000,000 of souls. And to furnish these 
12,000,000 with the Christian Scriptures, and 
tracts, and school books, there is one sinall print- 
ing establishment. It is now about twelve years 
since the mission here began, in some very small 
degree, to communicate the truth to some of this 
great mulitude. Let these facts be well weighed. 

Turn now to another hemisphere, and behold 
thirty missionaries sent to 80,000 islanders, (I do 
not here vouch for precision); that is, one mission- 
ary to 1,000 heathen ; and mark those missiona- 
ries laboring for twenty years before the spirit is 
given, and sinners there converted ; and then say 
if the missionaries here should be suspected of un- 
faithfulness, or they and the people be viewed as 
under some peculiar frown of heaven, because the 
labors of six missionaries ainong 12,000,000, or 
ane among 2,000,000, have not been accompanied 
by their conversion in twelve years; yea, in much 
less than that, for during a considerable part of 
those twelve years, there were not more than 
three missionaries among these 12,000,000, some 
of the time but fo, and a part of the time, nol one. 
Under such circumstances, could more be reason- 
ably expected than has been done? With such 
an abashing, such an appalling, disparity between 
the magnitude of the work, and the fewness of the 
workmen, would not any special work of conver- 
sion have been a stranger thing than the abseuce 
of it is? 

The magnitude of this work, and the wants of 
these 12,000,000 of heathen, we have from time 
to time, for twelve years, and in language as plain 
and urgent as we could use, expressed to our 
Board, and to our churches; and what attention 
has tt received, and what have they done? Be- 
fore these twelve years commenced, they had sent 
three missionaries to go they knew not where, but 
whom Providence directed to this spot.. Since 
they began to hear the Macedonian cry from this 
spot in behalf of these 12,000,000 of souls, they 
have sent four more missionaries, one of whom 
has returned to the bosom of the church in Amer- 
ica, and two rest in the Bombay mission burial 
ground ; while but two of your missionaries survive 
to address, as your delegates under Christ, the ti- 








dings of salvation to these 12,000,000 of heathen. 
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Yes, revered and beloved members of the Board, 
and ye most signally blessed American churches, 
the fact must be repeated. For twelve years have 
we sent forth to you the Macedonian cry, in be 
half of 12,000,000 of heathen souls ; and often in 
our pleadings with you for them, have we laid 
them as supplicants at your feet, begging from 
your hands the bread of life; and you have in all 
that time sent them but four missionaries; and 
you have now one less missionary among them 
than you had ten years ago; and now, while al- 
Most every operation of the mission is dragging 
on ata most affecting and reproaching disadvan- 
tage, we are told from the Board that they know 
not when they can send any more missionaries be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope! 

Is it not doubly grievous, doubly distressing, to 
contemplate such facts? Grievous beyond expres- 
sion, in view of tue millious perishing eternally 
through such neglect; and hardly less grievous to 
behold Christians through the same neglect, so 
wronging their own souls, and the souls of their 
fellow men, and so robbing their precious Saviour 
of what they, in their every prayer, acknowledge 
to be due to him from them, and from the heath- 
en, who are given to him ? 

But there is another grievous view of the sub 
ject. During those twelve years, the facilities for 
imparting Christian knowledge among this people, 
or for employing among them the appointed means 
of salvation, have so multiplied and improved, 
that I think it moderate to say, that a missionary 
arriving here now, could in an equal period, do 
ten times as much for the diffusion of Christian 
knowledge, as could have been done by oue arri- 
ving here twelve years ago. Then there was no 
echnol in which to catechize and give lectures— 


no chape!—nho SCripturce werd tracete to disperse. 
Now we have a chapel, more than thirty sehovs 


rooms, and the scriptures and tracts for distribu 
tion ; while hundreds of towns and villages, by all 
the eloquence and pathos that the most imperious 
want and the direct vecessity can inspire, are sup- 
plicating for more mission schools ; millions of peo- 
ple calling for scriptures, and tracts, and preach- 
ing; and an natold number of large towns, in pop- 
viation like Boston, Cambridge, Audover, Provi- 
dence, Dartmouth, Williamstown, New-Haven, 
Albany, and Schenectady, calling for missionars 
establisiments in them. If some of these places 
are not quite open for the reception of missiona- 
ries, others doubtless are, and all we believe will 
be by and by; while all are now open, im various 
ways, for the reception of Christian books. 

Under such circumstances, with such facilities, 
what nomber of Christian books might be pre- 
pared, printed and distributed; what number of 
children taught to read the word of God, and cat- 
echised; and what number of perishing sinners 
pointed to the Saviour’s cross, in one year, if there 
were but a suppPLy of misst1onaRies !* Is it not 


* Note.—The following facts from the last report 
of our schools, show how extensively Christian knowl- 
edge might be diffused among a rising generation of 
idolaters, were there only missionaries aud funds; 
and if but the Spirit of God were given, in answer to 
prayer, to seal upon the youthful mind such Christian 
instructions, what would not soon be accomplished. 

“Qur number of schools at present is 32. The 
number of children on the teachers’ lists is 1750. of 
these 75 are girls, apd 133 are Jewish children. 


Bombay Mission. 
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a grievous thing to witness such facilities for miss- 
onary action, lying comparatively neglected? Is 
not here a vast and fertile field broken up, and 
ready for the casting in of the seed? And is not 
the seed already in the field waiting for the sowers 
to scatter it? What should we say of the farmer, 
who would turn away from such a field, and leave 
the seed in the field to perish unscattered, and go 
to some comparatively desolate heath where mach 
must be done before even chat can be prepared for 
the seed. ; 

Surely no one can understandingly angwer the 
question, “ where is it bestta to send missionaries 7?” 
without first duly considering the comparative 
population of the places in question, and the conr- 
parative facilities for imparting Christian know}- 
edge to that’ populatian, On.ahis score, | plead 
that justice may be shewn to these 12,000,000 of 
heathen. Here I ground my plea, Let the facts 
speak. Twelve millions of your race are pros- 
trate at your feet. You con need vo delineation 
of their moral character. 
that they are your brethren, but they are RATH} 
EN; that they are idolalers, and iw ignorance of 
their Maker and their Redeemer; and that you 
CAN, if you wink, send them the. gospel, Their 
untold miseries supplicate you to open your hands, 
and give them that salvation which your Redeem- 
er and your Judge has entrusted to you lor them, 
and so long ago charged you to give them, You 
see, also, what are the facilities for now gimng 
them that salvation you have so long held in trust 
for them, but so long withheld trom them. What 
will you do? Will you span chem from your feet ; 
and command them to jet you alone, and wait as 
they are, till the judgment day ? Is this the love 
of Christ ? Is this the beauty of the Lord apon bis 
holy Zion? Where are the hundreds of students 


0 Cl wrentare, 7 $s —— ’ i af 
blooming, pious, well educated youth, the profess- 
ed fullowers of the Lamb? Are there none among 
you, who have a love, 4 sympa'hy, a compassion 
for all these your long neglected, your dying, your 
perishing fellow men? QO remember there is a 
dead love, a dead sympathy, a dead compassion, 
as well as a dead faith ; bemig without works, QO, 
it was vot a dead love, or sympathy, or compass- 
ion, which brought your Redeemer to the ross 


4 bev ew eee ot. 


“ During the past, as nearly as we can calculate, 
1,000 have left our schools, most of them baving ob- 
tainéd what the natives esteem a sufficiently good 
school education. Among these, together with shose 
who have left im former years, are many boya and 
young men, who can read with a daency apd proprie- 
ty that would put to shame a great majority of the 
common Brahmins. Aud the tact is peculiarly gratl- 
fying, that instead of having umibed any prejadice 
against us, or our books, from the Christian instrac- 
tion given in our schools, these very youth, aud ther 
relations, whenever we meet with them iw the country, 
are ofall others the most forward to receive andread, 
and beg, the Christian scriptures and tracts. (In not 
a few instances, fathers earnestly solicit them (cr 
their little sons. 


A march greater 
number have committed to memory part: of Th* same. 

‘“ We continue to haye numerous abd urgent appli- 
cations for additional schoo!s ; Wut shall be obliged @ 


_ 


decline them, until we are furaished with largerturis | 


and more fellow laborers." 


It is enough to know - 
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[ Serr. 


That was not idie breath which he uttered, * Go| successful so far beyond what has been otherwise 


y@ into all the world and preach the gospel to ev- 


attempted, as seemingly to call for the measure, 


ery creature ;” nor yet that imerceding appeal to} though so expensive, and for the time, so priva- 
the Father, “As thou hast sent me into the world, | tive to the heathen. Why is it so? Why cannot 


even so have I also sent them into the world.” O 
contemplate on the cross, your bleeding Saviour. 
tasting death for every man, and then survey the 


facts be weighed? Why cannot the well known 
necessities and miseries of the heathen speak, and 
plead and prevail, without the aid of any such 


spititual miseries of the millions of heathen souls | disastrous expedients ? Does this teil to the credit 


dying in ignorance of that only name by which it 
is possible for them to be saved ; and then lay up- 
on your hearts your Redeemer’s farewell charge, 


of those whom the gospel makes wise to do good ? 
O think of these things, every one that bas a mind 
that can think! O feel, every one that bas a heart 


and when you have faithfully done this, judge of | that can feel. O ye redeemed of the Lord, whom 


' your love and regard for Jesus, and of your com- 
passion for iminortal souls, by your works. 
Bui f ask again, must these eminent facilities 
for your diffusing among these millions the know!- 
edge «f salvation, still remain neglected at such a 
fearful vate? If your Board cannot send us help. 
is there vo other society in America that will send 
us help? Or must we, in future, turn our hopes 
to England only ? Before missionaries can leave 
America, come bere, and acquire the language, 
so «s to be able to prepare Christian books, an‘! to 
preach, nearly three years must relapse. Bur 
should God send death among us for the next fif- 
teen movths, a» he has the past fifteen, the Buard 
would aot, at the expiration of those months, have 
a single missionary on the ground. fn such a case 
must the chapel and pritting office be shut up, 
more taan thirty schools dissolved, and our other 
operations terminated ? Or into whose hinds shall 
all tins property be transferred? Do not these pe- 
culiar circumsta ices «all for peculiar efforts ? 
I will endeavor, as God shall enable me, so to 
labdr here on the spot, that the blood of these 
souls shall not be found to my skirts; and while | 
cannot but witness a generation of 12,000,000 o: 
u Rexerpeliggdeaauls.. One”. on bord" th em: 
dropping into eternity, leaving prospects butt little 
beiter for the next generation, I will endeavor as 
a@ waichman at my post, faithfully to report what 
Isee. Wo is unto me, if [ proclaim vot the wants 
of this people, and the eminent facilities made 
ready for the supply of those wants. Tis | 
would wish to do so plainly and so fully, that if 
the guilt of neglecting ther salvation must lodge 
any where, I may be able to shake it from: my 
garment; so that I may stand acquitted belore 
my judge, both as to my personal jabors amoung 
them, and as to my pleading with you on ther 
behalf. 
The remarks I have now made, are in a great 
Measure applicable to other parts of India. And 
there is yet another very grievous view to be taken 
which I can but. barely mention. In little mor: 
than a year past, death, siekness, anc other caus- 
es, liave, so far as Leon dean, laid aside ninetees 
missionaries in India, »iule but siz or eight have, 
in the sarow time, come io Todia ; aud so far as | 
kvae (from. missionary appearances, not from 
God's | onsisos,) there ty a pros,-ect of further di- 
Diwwution rather than aug:ientation. In view of 
these things, what will the English and American 
chureles do? Is it not time for every missionary 
in fndiu to ory aloud and spare not? Would you 
heve your missionaries leave their work, and come 
| home to plead in person before you the cause of 
the heathen? Do not tempt us to'do so. Some 
have, in Providence, beet called home, especially 


he has made kings and priests unto God, “I be- 
seech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, aéceptable anto God, which is your reason- 
able service,” and in the true spirit of such an un- 
reserved consecration of yourselves to your Re- 
deemer, ask him, * Lord what wilt thou have me 
todo?” And let his spirit, and his truth, and 
vour own conscience, give you the answer which 
shall guide you in a matter of such unparalleled 
moment. 

Your affectionate fellow servant in the Lord, 


GURDON HALL. 


N. B—I hope it will be deemed excusable, to 
add a most respectful, but fervent request, that 
this plea, in behalf of a population equal to that 
of the twenty North American States, though so 
brief and feeble, may be presented to the Chris- 
tian public, through the various religious newspa- 
pers and magazines in the United States. 


ROWLANDIANA. 


“The Son of God is grieved because of the 
hardness of our heats Ho wuulad- have us lay 
word OL his mercy, but we, alas! let it drop fiom 
our hands. * Ye will not come to me, that ye 
may have life’ My God! what words are these ? 
Surely they are enough to rend the hardest rock, 
What! are our hearts turned into adamant? or, is 
the very adamant itself turned into hearts? Be it 
so; yet bis patience is not exhausted, and his for- 
burance is not worn out, Though we refuse his 
grace and despise his goodness, yet he still stands 
ai our door. His very attitude discovers his will- 
ingness toenier. If he were not disposed to come 
in, he would not stand at our door, ‘Though treat- 
ed with neglect, and often with disdain, yet such is 
the long suffering of my redeeming God, that he 
caluily bears the vilest usage, aud late retreats 
from his unwelcome station. 

* Where is Plato, whose face was never flushed 
with anger? Where is Socrates, whose counte- 
nance was always cheerful, in spite of Xantippe’s 
vehement temper and unruly tongue ? Yea, where 
is Job, that living picture of patience, which is 

eid forth to view in holy writ? The patience of 
some men is great; bat it can no more be com- 

yared with the Redeemer’s, than a drop can be 

compare with the ocean. God alone is patience 

itself. Othat there should be such insects in the 

moral world as can suck poison from so sweet a 

flower ! 

“On unbelievers it has this unhappy effect ; 

they think, if they do not publicly utter their 

‘thoughts, His threats are but the fiction of the 

crafty to delude the weak. All things continue as 





to England, and their pleas, in person, have been 


they were from the beginning of the creation, and 
will, in all likelihood, continue so for ever. When 
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is the long expected dissolution of this material 
world to take place ? Where is the promise of his 
coming ?—Where!—in the book of God: and 
soover shall Leaven and earih pass away, than one 
tittle of it shall not be fulfilled. What you call de. 
lay, O vain men, is only an exercise of the mild 

est attribute towards you; and the goodness of 
God should lead you to repentance, instead of har- 
dening you in your sias. He will come; and with 
those very eyes you must behold him to your eter- 
nal confusion, if you live and die in your present 
condition! But I spare you, and turn to the door 
to see if the Lamb be still standing before it,— 
Yes! blessed be his name! he is vet Stonding 
there. But how long? For ever? Nu: the long- 
est day hath an end! The briginest suo will sei! 
Long doth our Lord’s forbearanée last,—slow is 
his wrath to kindle ; but when it begins to blaze, 
all the rivers in the south cannot quench it. 

“ Eschines presented the best gift to his master, 
which was himself; and Socrates prized it mor: 
than the richest presents of his other scholars, 
Tie beart is a peari of the greatest value. Surren- 
der it to thy God. He would rather have it tha 
all the sparkling diamonds of Golcouda. Keep 
thine alms, though they are sweet-sinelling sa- 
vour to the Lord. Keep thy prayers, though they 
are like incense before Hin. These will not be 
accepted without the heart. It is the temple that 
sanctifies the gold, and the altar that sanctifies the 
gift. Acceptable prayer is a chain, which serves 
to keep heaven and earth together; bur what are 
our prayers, if they flow not from our bearts ? 
They are bui solema mockeries, which deserve a 
curse rather than a blessing.” 


ILLUSTRATIONS Ur Suntriunn. 
Isaiah xii.—S. > th 
“ With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells o 
3 tion.” 
"Bese ww au extensive sandy des art eons, 
burning sun, ts at all times hazsrdous ys r a 
sing. No pardon pur into the hands of a crit on 
on te seaifold, or efficacio ts medicine given fe b 
dying patient, car be viewed more as May tps, 
life, than failing in with a fountain ol wa ni Trai 
circumstances. The sight of it vereret ie js. 
ing spirits, removes the fixed gloom Abe. ya 
countenance, produces a suitle of satis 7) agg ot 
with joy the weary traveller shall Grink 0 a “~ 
—having drank abundantly, be will retire 1 ts 
newed life and vigour. He will py 
sweetness and retreshing effects in the highes: 
ost glowing terms. 
Se vinaiget in Scripture is searing ; the 
better it is understood, the more it will be a we 
The Curistian who has attentively and success ut 
ly studied nature, O rather Jehovah's pre 
possesses a key fitted to open many parts.o f 
cabinet of Revelation—and new, or cuuce e. 
beauties are thereby discovered, and yew senene 
are perceived by enlightened minds, for adiwminng 
the infinitely inventive mind of Jehovah. 
Isaiah xxv.-- 9. 
“ Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, - 
the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shad- 
wofacioud.” ~~ ; 
: Should « stranger to the workings of God o» 
the migh:y deep, witness the i umense height 1D 
which the sea rises, or the magnitude of iis wave- 
off Cape Hope or Cape Horn, he would suppose 
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the sea could not become smooth for a month after 
‘he storm was over, yet this is sometimes produced 
in four and twenty hours. Just so on land, ta deel 
the intensity of the sun’s heat when he is sucrounde 
ed with sandy hills, and finding he cau iacchlys 
touch the heated ground, he woul! conceive coat 
Spot must continue heated like an oven fora week ¢ 
but, lo! a thick cloud imterveues betweey the sun 
and earth, and the power of its heat becomes al- 
Most instantaneously arrested, and the waveller 
seenis as if translated into a new world. 

How beautiful does this suddén occurrence in 
nature illustrate the sudden overthrow of men chat 
have made the earth to eimble. “We ave lwed 
to see a most notable instance of this in-owr own 
tunes, The storm then ended, the. wincer oas 
over and gone, and the time of the singing of birds 
came, though it lasted only for a season, 

Isaiah. xxxii,—2, 
Christ is predicted under the metapbor of, “ The 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” 

A weary lana vo doubt rejers to a desert, wilder- 
ness Country, where there is great heat and 4ittle 
water, Such a country must weary, or fatigue 
the body and spirits of every traveller, aud he 
must be weary, or impatient, to get out of it, 
Such countries abound more in Africa than in any 
other quarter of the world. While travelling in 
them under a_ vertical sun, to find sheker ander 
the cooling shade of an overhanging sock. will be 
such a treat to the traveller, that he will aot soon 
forget it. No events which happen ou my jour- 
ney recur su frequently to my remembrance as 
circumstances of this kind. Besides protecting 


from the Or eres, ravs of the saya ne 
fits a conlogas neeutl—** ~ f e, 
proceeds, looks back to it with a wistful eye 


What a striking representation ts this of - 
awakened sinner taking refuge under tbe o 
pressibly precious righteousness and sacriie 

the Son of God. Joun CAMPBELL. 


—_—-- 


From the New-York Observer. 


JOURNAL OF A SABBATH. 

Wearied with my journey, I wel- 

comed with delight the return of Saturday pee 

ning, the traveller’s rest, the outer er pe :~ 

sanctuary of the Sabbath. lt was grate ote - 

flect, thar, far as 1 might be removed — — 

dearmeuts of home and friends, the — oe a 

in every place, and the same Sabbat tn 

heavenly light.—Iu the course of the evening : 
inquired of my host what was the an 
the people among wiiow T was to spt * bate a 
my Sabbath, and what were oT hee 

tion tothe public worship ot (rod e : = “ 
that on ths subject, I conld consult my ae p. 
some measure, as tlere were [WO et ae 
in the place, and neither of eopiape eons it 
‘ar distant. On my inquiring | past. he 
seca ie differed Big ol of sentupent, he me 
swered, that so far as he bad been aie ts nee 
tain, one of them held to the Loiy waity ° pete 
iour and of the Holy Spirit-—the - a wpe 
both : Que represented the haraa ne pw te 
ture very wicked, and destitute of 4hgo ae 
the other maintained that the worst ot os poco 
dove much more good than evils ety he ae 
regeneration as the work of the -—_ —— _ 
rating silently but powerfully on tne 
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other regarded it as the consequence of increased 

ght without any such intervention from above, or 
denied its existence altogether: One looked upon 
revivals of religion as inestimable blessings—the 
other, as the offopring of enthusiasm : One regard- 
ed the atonement as an amazing scene of suffer- 
ing, by which the incarnate God bore in his own 
body the curse against transgressors—the other, 
as the suffering of a finite being, acting in obedi- 
ence to the calls of duty. , 

I now suspected J had come within the influence 
of a system concerning which I had sometimes 
heard, but had hitherto possessed very little oppor- 
tunity to know, With a curiosity perbaps unjus- 
tifiable, I resolved without much hesitancy to at- 
tend upon the public services of each denomina- 
tion ; that I might be better able to judge of the 
comparative merits of the two systems, and shape 
my views accordingly. 

Ou the following morning the sun rose serenely, 
and a solemn stillness bespoke more impressively 
than langage could do, that i was the “day of 
sacred rest.” O how dark, thought I, how gloomy 
would be this earthly scene, if lightened by no ray 
from the throne of God! How soon would the 
ordinances of the gospel cease, and the voice of 
mercy be drowned in the turnults of business and 
pleasure, ifthe Sabbath did not shed over the paths 
of fife its sanctifving influence and recall the ina- 
ges of eternal thines ! How often on this holy day 
does the Spirit of God descend, and breathe upon 
the dry bones; and they live, and speak forth the 
praise of the Most High! 

Before I was aware, the bells announced that 
hee nf wonshiy was come, and | repaired to 
> I narcoiveds 


which was accounted for, when | afterward’ tound 
that a revival of religion had conimenced m the 
society. After waiting a few minutes at the en- 
trance, with the vain hope that some stranger’s 
friend would invite me toa seat, I ventured to ap- 
peal to the civility of the people, where olhednnad 
had failed, {t was not, however, till Jhad wander. 
ed nearly ta the extremity of the aisle, when a 
deor was thrown open and T found myself honored 
with a seat. The house was soon still, and the 
solemn services began. Even in the intro luetory 
exercises, it was manifest that God was there. 
But when the messenger of the cross lifted up his 
voice m prayer, and when, as with an unction from 
above, he invited the Wandering sinner to return 
to God and live forever :-—then it was, tha’ the di 
vine influence seemed to diffuse through the great 
congregation, something of that deep solemnity 
and reverence which become the “ house of God 
and the gate té lieaven.” ‘Then it was, that the 
feeling heart, and nielting eye, and humble mind. | 
witnessed fo the power of divine truth when accom 
panied with the quickening influences of the Holy 
Spirit. With an eve fixed on the invisible world. 
the preacher seemed ta torect the perishing thiyes | 
of time and scnse + of, remember thei only to weds 
upon his heareis the amazing contrast wi)! ty the y | 
bear to the scenes on which both he and they were 
about to enter. Jb prayer, no depth of humiliation | 
was too low for hiew to descend, and in dispensing 
the word, no carnestuess was too great. He felt 


~ abies ll 


that he was‘acting for eternity, and that the ever- 
Jasting interests of his flock were not to be put in 
Jeopardy by crying—* peace,” — peace,”—when 








| bath, T could have listened, 
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there is no peace. The theme of his discourse 
was the endearing invitation of the Saviour to fost 
and perishing men—“ Come unto me all ye that 
labor, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” He described the dreadful nature and 
weight of that burden which lies so heavily upon 
the heart of every impenitent sinner, and especially 
of sinners under the gospel: he represented the 
Lamb of God as inviting them to come and be re- 
lieved of all their burdens, and partake of the joys 
of perdoned sin: he told of the infinite expense at 
which this invitation was made, and the astonish. 
ing condescension of the great Redeemer in thus 
stooping to converse with men: he pointed out the 
guilt and madness of refusing to accept the only 
offers of mercy which ever would or could be 
made, and the awful consequences of such a refu- 
sal: and finally, he urged them, by all the motives 
which can be drawn from three worlds, to repent 
and live, before the night of death slrould come, 
and they lift up the last sad lament—* The harvest 
is past, the summer ended, and we are not saved !” 
“ And what answer,” said he, “ will you return to 
this language of eternal mercy ? What record 
shall this day bear to the throne of heaven? Is 
there not one who is ready to exchange the griev- 
ous burden of sin, for joys which no eye hath seen 
nor heart conceived 2. Nat one who will this day 
cause joy in heaven, and on earth, and wherever 
God is honored and adored? I tremble lest the 
light of eternity shall find it recorded—JVot one !” 

From this imperfeet outline, some idea may be 
formed of the solemnity and interest which attend- 
ed the services of the sanctuary on this occasion. 
Jesus Christ and him crucified seemed to be the 
BVO mates LOM PU ARY apd, deliht s, and te 
hk ae si alee seen to trickle down the 
" ay | ui ence, and many a sigh to struggle in 

1e heart that could not admire and love such over- 
Serine, goodness. Numbers I doubt not, could 
ay ft sincerity—al ts good for us to be here. 

In the afternoon, I was strongly inclined to re- 
new my attendance at this place of worship, bit 
- eed te know more than I did of the senii- 
nents ineulcated by the other denomination, in- 
duced me to adhere tothe resolation I bad Se 
on the preceding evening. Before I had arrives 
AY et a eee church, a gentleman perceiving 
oe Mas a stranger, tuvited ine to accept of a 
seat with him, and I was glad to avail myself of 
his kindness. The congregation, though smal! 





his 


appeared to embrace most of the rank and fashion 
2 ‘ Lf ; 

a per The clergymai was evidently a mau 
of taste, elegance, and Jearni 

: arning, 

day but the 8: bhatt G nent, Bnet 

Sabbath, and especially on that Sab- 

ey with great delight, to 

Ns fine-turned sentences and brilliant imagery; 

but after what I had heard and seen in the mori- 

ing, all these elegancies were lost upon ine; I 





could not accept of belles lettres to the exclusion 


of piety ; L could not renounce the religion of Je- 
sus for the cold religion of reason. His text has 
escaped me; but the discourse was chiefly occupi- 
ed in describing the beautiful harmony that exists 
in every part of the natural world, and the pecul- 
lar adaptedness of the works of nature to the mind 
ofman. He spoke of the goodness of God in con- 
ferring upon vs faculties capable of deriving 
pleasure from the objects of the world around us, 


and in permitting us to hope for such an exalted 
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destination in the world to co i 

much in his manner and seditlenbat ems ; 
and if Paul isto be considered as an exam le 
worthy of imitation, there was much also to ra 
demn. Neither in this addresses to the throne of 
grace, nor in his sermon, was there any mention of 
the wonderful work of redemption by Jesus Christ 
or of the deep and radical alienation of the un. 
sanctified heart from God and his holy law. Ob! 
Op ne ena these elegant essays on the precepts 
) engentn b would never reach the condition of 
purity man; and that, lulled with their tranquil 
soothing inflence, many would dream on, with the 
vain hope of heaven, till that hope should expire 
in endless night! Move than once during the ser 
vines, did my Meinory recall the language of Cow 
Per, in his description of an unfaithful minister : 
although I pretended not to decide how far it was 
applicable to the preacher before me: é 


“What ! will a man play tricks; wi i 

A silly fond conceit of his cg Bama ieee 
And just proportion, fashionable mien 

And pretty face, in presence of his God? 

Or will he seek to dazzle me with tropes 

As with the diamond on his lilly hand, | 
And play his brilliant parts before my e es 

+ hen I am hungr for the bread of life 
Je mocks his Maker, prostitutes and shames 

His noble office, and, instead of truth 

Displaying his own beauty, starves his flock.”’ 


WANDERER. ber. 
be severely felt. 


first adventured front this country to carry the tidings 
of salvation to the heathen world. ' 





BETHEL PRAYER MEETING IN NEW-YORK, 


On Tuesday evenin 
‘ Lede ning, was held on board the Brit- 
ish ship Earl of Liverpool, at the foot of old Fly. 


PEt. 6a 


ting chiefly of sea-faring people. The meeting 
was opened and conducted in avery appropriate 
manner, by an elderly gentleman, whom we took 
to be a sea-captain. But, being an entire stran- 
ger, we cannot speak with certainty as to names 
and characters. We are confident however, that 
we never found ourselves in the presence of more 
devout and humble worshippers. 
praise and thanksgiving were chaunted by voices 
that once breathed a tar different accent, and fer- 
vent prayers were offered at the throne of the 
Eternal. The Spirit of the Lord breathed upon 
the assembly, and it was evident that Jesus was 
there. Among the persons who addressed the 
meeting was a sailor, whom we understood to be 
the steward of the ship. He spoke to his fellow 
seawen in a feeling, energetic, and able manner ; 
and bis speech appeared to be accompanied “ with 
power and demonstration of the Spirit.” It was 
admirable to see with what eagerness his comrades 
listened to his discourse, as they bent forward 
their sun- burnt faces to catch every accent ; and 
with what fervour of devotion they joined him in 
supplicating Almighty God for his blessings to 
descend and rest upon seamen and upon bands 
men. Letters from several seamen bound on 
foreign voyages were read, expressive of their 
gratitude to God for the establishment of Bethel 
meetings, and of their thankfulness to those Chris. 
tians who care for the souls of seamen ; at the 
same time desiring, that, while they are tossing on 
the bosem of the mighty waters, they may be re- 
membered by all who have an interest at the 
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yee and Reports of the Bethel Union wer 
distributed among the seamen, who received rte, 
with gratitude and apparem: delight. We were 
quite amused by the conversation of some of the 
seamen while walking up the wharf. “How 
oo better this is,” said one, “ than to spend our 
1 a ona money as we once did, in the servire of 
* " Satan.” Ave,” said another, “ then I used 
abe pec gd Seas over, aud find iny wife cry- 
' A row And now she will cour over this 
tract ull midnight, and her sorrow will be ¢ od 
into joy.” © This is the first tine Lever « ho 
tap EOL A vei set foot 
in rica,” exclaimed an Trish sailor. .“] al. 
Ww ays heard it wusa good place, to be sure: and | 
believe, now, that it ts the very ‘ shountain"of fi ; 
liness and habitation of righieousness,’ which aa 
read of in the Bible.” In short we felt quite di : 
posed to join these sons of the o: ean, i sin sin J 
** How happy are our ears. sili, 
That wear the joyfus sown |.” 

Christian Advocate. 


ne ee 
___RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER, 
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BOMBAY MISSION. 


The death of Rev. Gordon Hall, of the Bomba 

mission, was incidentally mentioned in our last ho 
He was an able devoted man. and bis loss will 
He was one of the little band who 


Although this mis- 


with a solemn Ane ‘arrentve eins og anaarly han. | arn FAY Bah Nee been favoured. like, sn, Ofuéht 


and perseverance. 
and a vast field opened for labourers to enter, 


awe mur © 


A good beginning has been made, 


In another part of this paper an appeal is made in 


behalf of this mission and the heathen generally. It 
was written by Mr. Hall just before his death, and 
must be considered as his dying bequest; and cold 
Hymns of must be the heart that can read it with indifference. 
We can discover in it the deep research and strength of 
talent which dictated that masterly production entitled 
“the Conversion of the World.” 
the translation of the New Testament, which he had 
just completed, will long perpetuate his name. 


These, together with 





CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES. 
We would call the attention of our readers to the 
remarks in another part of this paper op the subject 
of Church Conferences. The plav has been pretty 
generally adopted im the State of Maine, and attend- 
ed in almost every instance with beneficial efiects.— 
It seems desirable that some system should be adopt 
ed in which private Christians may be henefitted and 
quickened, as well as their pastors: Ministers have 
their associations, and consOciations, and géneral ae- 
s—which, no doubt, ere necessary and useful. 


semblie 
ess, and would 


They are generally meetings tor busin 
not probably be improved by the admission of lay 
delegates. But the conferences of Churches, as we 
understand it, are meetings composed of Ministers 
and private Christians, (as many, perhaps, as can con- 





throne of Grace. At the close of the meeting, 


yeniently attend) from all the churches in 3 givem dise 













































































fensh re. ‘The common tankard,”’ “‘ the bo 
fellow ship and good cheer,” “the social glass,” are | 


~n 


trict, for the purpose of nyutual edification, to a 
mume with each other iv christian fellowship, = i 
enquire after each others’ spiritual welfare, anc 
state’ of the churches to which they respectively 
geet be recollected by many that during the se 
revival of religion im this city, a plan of visiting a 
churches was adopted and pursued quite snc y 
by the lay brethren of the congregational churches. 
More than a hundred such visits were made to our 
sister churches by two or more of the brethren at a 
time. The benefits resulting from this christian “ 
tercourse have been often spoken of, by ministers an 
others; revivals were promoted in many er 
and christiav acquaintance and fellowship between 
individuals and between the churches were commenc- 
ed, which are not forgotten to the present time. 

At the period alluded to, when Christians felt 4 
thouch the révival was never to stop, (but alas ie 
fallen) a proposition was made to Invite a ee 
meetiog of delegates from all the churches in the 
State for the purpose of imparting to each other the 
holy flame that animated the hearts: of some, and for 
the promotion of other objects similar to those con- 
templated by the Conference of churches. 

The system adopted by the churches in Maine we 
think preferable to the one spoken of, as the meeting 
will be composed of ministers and people who — 
no separate interests, and who ought to be co-work- 


ers together in promoting the cause of Zion. We 
eihite: 


Moke oectahliched in this vi- 
~— —-..— e.— 


INTEMPERANCE. 
The most insidious and mischievous gui 


se which 
this multiform vice assumes is that of,“ 


a social glass.”’ 
The confirmed drunkard we all unite in loathing ; 
and of the man whe begins to take his dram periodi- 
cally and by himself, (or, as a late traveller among us 
hath it, “solitary and in a parenthesis,”’) we shake 
our heads and say “ he is in a bad way.” Yet thou- 
sands there are among us whose most familiar and 
ready salutation on overtaking a friend 


and fellow, is 
to thrust an arm in his, and ask, 


“will you take a 
glass with me?” Now drunkenness must, like other 
vices, havea beginning: and yet there is not one of 
this throng who would not consider the friendly offer 
of advice and warning au insult to his dignity ; and 
should you dare to prognosticate of him the mean- 
ness and degradation of the confirmed drunkard, if 
he did not spurn you from him in impatience, he 
would reply with the indignation of Hazael of old, 
“is thy servant a dog that he should do this so great 
wickedness.” 

“ The intoxicating bowl,” is a cold, sermonizing 


xaption; a thenie for melancholy reflection. [t is a 
matter-of-fact éxpression, which fills us, 
thy: eye on if, with a sense of desolation, poverty. and 


hel; ness misery. Now hut change the dress, give the 
wol, Pits sheep’s clothing 


as we cast 


» put om its more acceptable 
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l sounds which call up far different sensations in the 
mind. Its most destructive lure, we say. is this, its 
relation te social intercourse. Nor is this character 
factitious wholly, and unfounded in nature. 
Why is it that the bow! has become the consecrated 
pledge of friendship and bond of fellowship uy It is 
not wanting in classical as well as potite associations 
to support this character; and has it nota founda. 
tion too in the construction of our natures. Social 
intercourse, in its every day exchange, does not so 
much depend upon great talents and great acquire. 
ments for its charms, as upon a flow of feeling and 
brilliancy of wit. It is not the greatest genius, nop 
the greatest scholar that makes the most agreeable 
companion; the heart, and not the head, is most con- 
cerned in it. And here lies the poison, and the se- 
cret of the syren’s song. While under the influence 
of animal excitement, an artificial and diseased im- 
pulse is given to the affections and passions. As the 
blood warms, the heart expands ; as it courses swifter 
through its channels, feeling quickens its flow ; the 
wit is sharpened and thought is free. And for a few 
minutes, while the disease is on, intercourse is more 
brisk and boisterous, and friendship apparently more 
on then the afterpiece !—the aching head ; the 
prostrated energies of mind and body ; an upbraid- 
ing conscience, and the wretched sense of self-abase- 
ment: The reproach of good men, and the danger of 
ultimate degradation and ruin. ; . 
OL veucwba baaryaeaah ee falbt Re ialang te 
Abandon for the sake of the dignity of man, and his 
Maker whose image he bears, this mental and moral 
suicide. The feverish glow of exhilarating draughts, 
let Anacreon sing, and Horace and Moore ; but let 
our young men exchange it, in whatever dress dis- 
guised, for the genial glow of exercise, or. healthy 
sports. 
Let the virtuous and intelligent females of our 
land, the mothers and daughters and sisters, upon 
whose happiness this monster has so often encroach- 
ed, whose firesides and affections he has so often bro- 
ken up, let them swear implacable war against him, 
Would they league resolutely to put down this Vice, 
not only spurn from their society the tipler and the 
sot, but meet with the frown of disapprobation every 
indulgence of that nature, another item of na little 
moment, shall be added to the amount of their influ- 
ence in restraining vice. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
HISTORY OF TRUTH. 


A period may .be imagined ere the fiat of the Al- 
inighty had called into being the parts of the universe, 
and before the creation of animated creatures, when 
but a single essence was, and but a single relation ex- 
isted. This essence was the Deity. This relation 
was the regard he bore to himself as such. 

But to demonstrate his own being and character, 
and the relations which now do and shall hereafter 


sccig | guise, and it becomes an epithet not at all of. exist among the varied and almost infinite number of 


created things, beings, and to show the difference be- 
nd of good | tween right and wrong, that is, to 


show to himself 





and to others that his will is right, and that every 
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thing opposed to it is wrong, the Almicht i 
ed to make the universe. ve soon de Prcaegerap the 
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Died, at Jerusalem, Jan, 25, Epwarp Datrow 


element of the material frame of nature M. D. aft i 
was struck u . er an illness of 21 days from feve 
from the dark and unformed realms of chaos on was under the patronage of the Leadon tne WW 0 


night, supposmg those eleinent 
geneous, there did at once then ra capdy ays wa 
new relation which was before diane be anatner 
Deity and this homogeneous mass, But all a Soe 
: ; . owing that 
it was composed of different and discordant princi 
ples, and had not only the essence of being. b princi- 
nitude and form, the number of the r ng. ut mag- 
then began to exist, must have been - raeaem Autry 
gether various. These relations were re eaten 
parts themselves, to the whole mass, and te ae ~~ 
paris to One another, and each and every — ; ~ 
Deity. The qualities of these bodies also were th 
Grounds of infinite and ever-varying wy beng _—_ 
se en in the august plan, lines of the future worlds 
ith their suns, their moons their at h id 
elements of motion and life, their remit kek aut 
mal bodies were created by the Genaibetens * on 
peril ep were the number and the variety wr the 
ions increased. 
fore; and what will hapeaet we wordnet cee 
m whe yy ages of that indinieh epee 6¢dere: 
ton which is before us? In the natural Id ‘ 
the qualities of one single set of objects chap sien 
rous und so diversified, that no hone are so nume- 
yet been able, on i : mind has ever 
cal eeidek ie ses! sparta sage investigation 
amine bat a small part of them. What on and ex- 
this number and variety, if we allo of Scan 
plausible conjecture of a plurality of wo tds "Bit 
when we return from this great Mireles c h ~_ 
mighty, and know that his very design in it me bor ah ¢ 
was to demonstrate to himself and ae his nthe sor 
a THE TRUTH, that is, that his tence 
ee and will, are right, how many and nee varied 
his eho. kglations which subsist between im an 
another. Now aright statement of these facts an 
relations is truth. ‘If therefore no truth in the natu- 
ral world should be overlooked by the philosopher, 
lest there be au error in bis mind and mode of rea- 
soning, how. can it fora moment be supposed that 
the great | Am, the former and Maker of all things, 
will overlook the errors which have in any way enter- 
ed the moral world. Certainly he who is in his own 
very nature truth, will never on any occasion so far 
commit himself as to make it even probable that he 
willerr in any part of that wonderful demonstration 
of the rule of rightand mercy. If such an error could 
ever happen, no more confidence couki be placed 
in the divine character. The heavens would be 
clouded in thick darkness; the innumerable hosts of 
holy and happy spirits around the throne of the 
Fternal, would hide their heads in the deepest 
sorrow and grief. The whole material universe 
would soon partake in the defection and corruption, 
and tumble into ruins. Who can think therefore that 
all this evil, call it what you will, natural-or moral, 
or both, will be brought on the innocent and happy 
parts of the works of a most wise and beneficent 
Creator, for the sake of a few desperate and obstinate 
rebels in our own guilty world ? Certainly no such 
results are admitted into the well regalated govern- 
ment of the present state of things among men. 
Can it be supposed that the Almighty is less wise than 
the judges of the earth? Will he who made all 
things, and knows all things, be frustrated in bis de- 
signs by the errors or by the obstinacy of sinful men? 
Let those then who think that the Almighty will never 
punish sinners, who remain such in a future world, 
look well to the doctrine on which they build their 
hopes for eternal felicity. Let them look well to 
themselves that they be not deeeived by a show of 
reason, when in fact~their whole doctrine is incon- 
sistent not only with revelation, but every princi- 
ple of human reason and common sense. Puios. 





ty, and sailed from England with his wife in June 
seas. He resided some time at Jerusalem early te 
1825; and at the time of bis decease was about to 
make that city a permanent station. Mr. Goodell 
writing to Mr. Evarts, says, “He owas skilfal as 2 
physician, ardent and devoted as a missiouary, and 
exemplary, conscientious, and devowt as a Christian ; 
and we doubt not but our logs is bie eternal gain.’ | 


5 The receipts into the treasury of the American Bf. 
e Society during the months of Jaly and August 
amounted to $7,279 68. Issues from: the depository 


during the same . a 
period, 5,017 Bible be te 
taments. : 8, and 6,264 Tes. 





REVIVAL IN NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 


ih Sorespondiant in the Christian Watclhinan, 
ates the tokens of special grace in Northann. 
ton. Meetings were attended constantly aa 
crowded assemblies would collect. Many seeme { 
bowed down under their convictions, and so os 
who had found Christ were rejoicing io him Sev. 
7 mg come as Visitants from towns in the 
icinity, had been awakened, and had partaken the 
pardoning mercy of their Saviour. Among others, 
the daughter of an aged Unitarian minister, and 
three daughters of a minister in Worcester count 

appeared to have become true believers jn the 
aoe Jesus. This latter gentleman, a godly man 
vad never before the evjdaetaiily. Many in the 


UY te reer y we 

higher circles of society are numbered with the 
genuine converts to Christ; and there seemed 
nothing in the religious excitement repulsive to 
Christians of intelligence. Nine, as the first fruits 
of this revival, had been admitted to communion 
in the church, which numbered about 600 mem- 
bers ; two of the nioe appeared to be between 60 
and 70. The revival is suppesed to be as exten- 
sive and powerful as the eldest in Northampton 
ever knew. Religion seems the great business. 
At a lecture on a Friday afternoon, the large 
meeting house, in which the Rev. Mr, Tucker offi- 
ciates, was apparently full. The genuineness ot 
this attention as the product of the Holy Spirit, 
seems evident from the respect to the Sabbath, 
which has accompanied it. Before avd afier the 
public services, the streets are not disturbed by 
noisy boys, nor rumbling carriages, nor idle strol- 
lers ; but the day is consecrated to devotion, and to 
a sacredness delightful to the pious. The two 
principal tavern- keepers refayve to fucnish horses 
and carriages on that day for common purposes. 

It is, we believe, the oviforin effect of the prog- 
ress of religion in any community, to increase the 
reverence for the Sabbath. . The sincerely devout 
deeply feel, that it is a day for which they cannot 
be too grateful; and it is theic ardent supplication 
that it may be to them a preparauye for, aud. a pre- 
libation of the heavenly rest. They understand 
the remark of our Saviour, The Sabbath was made 
Sor man. It is one of the greatest blessings which 
Heaven has conferred on our guilty race ; und he 
who reverences not nor loves this day, ts the ene- 
my of God and of man, 
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270 Conference 


CONFERENCES OF CHURCHES. 


The operation of this system has produced a 
aefit to the cause of religion, by making 
churches and individual professors of religion bet- 


great be 


, : ¥ vurch 
ter acguainted with eacr other, Formerly chu 


es scie planted in neighboring towos, and for 
ears aud gesecations bad litde intercourse, little 
t “of each other’s concerns, and of course 
A few members oc- 
casionally passed the civil boundary that pat t 
thew, and sat at the Lord’s table with the neigh- 
The pastors, and a few of 
i , rs > arly the 
the most intelligent members, knew 9 y 
size of churches wear them, and some of the "$ s 
important «nd obvious particulars in regar to 
their history, and their condition from year to 7 
Sull the churches in thetr corporate capacity, i 
j ? au 
little connexion, except as their delegates might 


ocasionally meet in council, on a special “re 
10- 


knowle), of 
lithe fellowship of the Spirit. 


boring brotherhood. 


ane oce:sion foreign to their own concerns. 





of Churches. [Serr 


ing on the Christian acquaintance of the churches, 
The Conference appoints a delegation, consisting 
of pastors and private brethren, to visil the church. 
es. Tins commission comes clothed with no more 
authorily, than a single minister ho comes to 
preach a lecture. But it comes for purposes of 
mutual conference, friendly exhortation, and uni- 
ted prayer. Their object is, to “ visit the brethren 

in different places, “see how they do.” They 
meet the church in each place, separately from the 
congregation; and afterward have a more public 
IS Ganes influence on individual members, is 
not less obvious than on whole churches. Many 
followers of the Lamb have formed an aeqvain 

tance with each other, which is endearing and prof- 
itable now, and which will last throughout eterni- 
ty. [tis au acquaintance, which they op say? ns 
other opportunities present; and which oe. ee 
under stronger obligations to cultivate in a Chiis- 
tian manuer. Many persons, we believe, have in- 


; j : c ! ion four- 
‘ ” vrello} eve any re fi 4 Ss crease 1ClF knowled e of the state of Z 
fOSCOTS of i ‘ligion, 2 noun nn! al sllow ers ol S d tl 1 £ 


Christ, would meet with professors from different 
towns, as military men, as partly Sago as 
free masons, #5 literary men; but not as Chris ians 
‘and members of the household of faith. ‘They 
would collect from ail parts of a county thts gee 
a brigade master, to plan a turnpike or bridge, or 


aé 


to celebrate infependence, but not to confer on 


the interests of their Redeemer and King, and sur 


vey the state of that Zion to which they all pro- 


fessed to belong. 


iattictaie Mains..the cuse is now very different. 
cach other’s state. They tr AQP OMS eare (Oo 
each other what pertaius to their enlargeniént and 
prosperity, or their diminution and abasement. 
They tell each other of their joys and sorrows, 


their wants and sipplies, their temptations and es 
capes, their conflicts and victories. 


and supplications to Ged. 


on her behalf. 


The effect of giving this information at the 


ineetings is, to make the churches feel as one body, 
having @ common interest, and lying under the 
same obligations to seek the peace of Jerusalem. 
They do not lose this interest from one meeting to 
another, They bear each other on their hearts 
before God, more constantly, inore f;veutly, than 
When they stood aloof as Strangers. They are 
much alive to other occasiodal opportunities of 
impartiog and receiving information, and of main- 
taining Christian intercourse. ‘Tue flame of broth- 
erly love, enkindied at one meeting, has not expir- 
ed befure another occurs. When they come to- 
gether again, the flame enkindles rapidly, and 
slows with a heat more holy and imore intense, 
The result is anspicious to the religious state of 
the several churches. Tt eannot be coubied, that 
they are genera'ly more spiritual, prayerful aud 


devoted, and more alive to every good work, than 


they would hove been, if they had not been con- 
nected in this manner, 


There is one practice, which has obtained to 


No peculiar 
trial assails a church, which is pot soon known to 
her sisters, to secure their chunsel, and sympathy 
No one rejoices in the 
effusion of the Spirit or any signal mercy, without 
calling forth the joys and praises of her sister 
churches, and Causing many thauksgivings to God 


fuld, even in their own immediate po igor 
and have almost a proportional increase in pty 
kuowledge of many branches of Christian and ec- 
clesiastical duty. [t may not be too much to say; 
that many professors have better ak pe ae 
with their own church ; and begin to feel that both 
their covenant brethren and themselves, are called 
to a noble service. They begin to opie oo 
they have something more to do than to enrol t van 
names in the church registry, attend on ordinances, 
avoid gross vice, and be carried inactive to ouaren. 
Wuile ministers of the gospel do not find either 
brought to perforin their appropriate part, i the 
holy relations they sustain. Layinen are Jeputed 
to-represent the churches, and esteem it then hou- 
or aud privilege to fulfil the appointment, When 
convened with the Conterence, they do not fee! 
that they are licensed spectators of the proceed- 
ings, but that it pertains to them to be active mem- 
vers. Many of them are both active and useful ; 
and, if, we mistake not, many have by these means 
become more efficient members of theic churches 
at home, and more like shining lights in their dai- 
ly deportment. 

The system of Church Conferences has a happy 
tendency to produce profitable discussions. 
Formerly the discussion of many subjects per- 
taining to the edification and usefulness of the 
churches, was carried on exclusively in the clevi- 
cal associations. Ministers proposed important 
subjects ; discussed them orally, cr by written dis- 
rertations ; enlarged their views of truth and duty ; 
dete: mined interesting and disputed questious ; 
and brought their acquisitions into practical use, tu 
some extent, in their ministerial and pastoral |a- 
bors. Seldom did a ray of the light thus produ- 
ced shine apon the path of the church members. 
The knowledge of their pastors lived and died 
with themselves; for it was locked up fron: their 
flocks. Yet many of these subjects of inqniry were 
as iniportant to the brotherhood as to their pastor ; 
and the knowledge acquired, if it had been exten- 
ded to them, might have had a practical influence 
which would have materially changed the moral 
aspect of Zion. 


There are many interesting topics, which miunis- 





ters do not ordinarily discuss in the pulpit. Some, 





Some extent, that has a direct and important bear- 





on which they have not competent knowledge, 
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till their countenances are sharpened by the hear- 
ty counsel of their brethren. Some, which the 
avoid, because they are uninteresting to those vie 
are out of the church, a great majority of their 
congregations. Some, on which there is a diver- 
sity of opinions; but on which an assembly of 
counsellors, discussing it in a friendly manner 
may come to a happy unanimity. Some which 
require more labor and research than a man will 
undertake for a small inducement ; but which Ja- 
bor he will cheerfully bear, when twenty pastors 
ane rent churches expect it of him. 
yen the pastors and delegates i 
county are assembled, for os sw Fhotachainaner 
inquiring what the Lord their God and Saviour re- 
quires of them ; it caunot be that the spirit of wis- 
dom should be dull, that genius should slumber 
that gratitude should not be inventwe, or that 
brotherly love should say the ways and means of 
beneficence have all been devised and adopted 
When they unite their supplications to God say. 
ing, Lord, what will thou have us do? When 
they lay aside all humaw dogmas and human pre- 
cedents, and direct their eyes to the lively om : 
whea they look on each other, ashamed of ast 
negligence and barrenness, and say, Let us sci 
and build ; when they praise God for his wonders of 
power and grace, and desire to be laborers togeth- 
er with him; light and mercy will dawn upon thei: 
path. One and another will suggest; others will 
improve and amend ; otbers will help forward b 
friendly objections; their united wisdom will ae 
ture the whole. “Every one,” but not in a rep- 
has an interpretation,” has a Sen€vureie preye~ss 
has some “good devised.” All things are done 
decently and in order ; and also to the edification 
of the Conference, and of the Churches which are 
represented. Particular instances might be nam- 
ed, where topics seldom discussed have been made 
plain, and trite subjects rendered novel and inte 
resting, much to the satisfaction of the members 
present, In some cases, discussions thus origina- 
ting have been given to the public through their 
religious paper, and thus shed the beneficeat light 
ov all the churches of the State. 





EFFECTS OF SECRET PRAYER. 


The following remarkable circumstance, in which 
the hand of God is evident, took place a short 
time since, near the town wherein I reside, and 
may not be unworthy a place in your valuable 
Magazine. { Evangelical Magazine. 


A young man in the army, lately called by di- 
vine grace, not having a place in the barracks 
which he was quartered, wherein to pour out his 
sou! unto God in secret, went one dark night into 
a large field adjoining. Here he thought no eye 
could see, nor ear hear him, but God’s: but He, 
“whose thoughts are not as our thoughts,” or- 
dained otherwise. Two ungodly men belonging 
to the same regiment, in whose hearts enmity had 
long subsisted against each other, were resolved 
that night to end it (as they said) by a battle, be- 
ing prevented at day-time for fear of punishment. 
They chose the same field to fight as the other bad 
chosen to pray. Now the field is*very large, and 
they might have taken different ways; but they 
were led by Providence to the same spot, here 





Effects of Secret Prayer.— African Mission. 27't 


and on which it does rot occur to them to inquire, 


Ling & man was engaged in his delightful ex- 
: . vey were surprised at hearing, as they 
thought, a voice in the field at that time of night; 
mg much more so, when they drew nearer and 
sonnel man at prayer, They hahed, aud gave 
— ; and, wonderful to tell, the prayer had 
a “a effect upon both, as to tarn that enmity 
y before manifested against each other, into 
love. They’ took each other instantly by the 
ao and cordially confessed that there remained 
oe either of their breasts, yee Sone 





AFRICAN MISSION, 


3 ‘ letter from Rev. Calvin Holjon, to one of the 
a itors of the American Baptist Magazine, dated 
Monrovia, (Cape Mesnrado) Api il 24, 1826 
ce eae ) Apuil 24, 1826, men- 
ae ata deadly blow has beeu struck in that 
—. to the horrible traffic in slaves More 
_ 190 slaves had been re-captuyed ; Trade 
own, One of the principal sl : 
aha, 4 pal slave factories on that 
om - md beev burnt aud blown up, With 250 bar- 
a of gun-powder: and three'Spanish slavers lad 
> ‘ > : 
n captured by two Colombian privateers, whicl 
were then, in April |; it ir eles ba 
» ih April last, lying with their prizes i 
the harbour. 5 
N ; ; 
Peng iy says ~ but little can be done in 
an schools, till a ec aL 
o | | » ll a convenient house is 
p.. with desks for writing, Sc, after the manner 
o ig Cherokee schools, 
Mr Holton was brought v : 
Faye rate Ag wight very low by fever, hut 
~ ~ ring. Muring his illness, the Baptist 
rch in Monrovia were fervent and incegex»s 


ERSE RES’ Saag With ‘they rested satisfied that his 
life would be spared.—Christian Maichman, 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


From a summary yiew of the stutistics of the Pres- 
byterian Church appended to the mimites of the Gen- 
eral Assembly for 1826, (a copy of w! ich has been 
politely forwarded us,) it appears the! the present 
nuinber of synods is 14; ministers, 1127; licentiates, 
187; candidates, 205. Total, 1518. Number of 
churches, 1819 ; communicants, 127,492. Baptisms 
the past year, including infants, 12,850. Contriba- 
tions to the missionary funds, 88,990; Commission- 
ers’ funds, $2,324; Presbyterian funds, $480; Theol. 
Seminary funds, $4,465; Exdueation funds, $5,328 
The total amount of funds in the hands of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, is 116,204; most of which is exclustve- 
ly applicable to the support of professors dud stydents 
in Presbyterian Theological Seminaries. 

V. Y¥. Observer. 





Say yay — 
Mbituary. 


Diev.—lIn this city on the 10th inst. Mrs. Sarah Ja- 
cocks. wife of Mr. John H. Jacocks; on Saturday 
last, James Edwin Wallace, son of Mr. William Wal!l- 
lace of this city, aged 13. Tle was uceidcntally shot 
in the abdomen by his own gun, while on u shooting 
excursion, aud survived the acc ident but about tour 
hours. 

At Wallingford, Mr. Orrin Toite, aged 25. 

At Southington, on the 19th ias€ attor a short ill- 
ness, Miss Susan Walker. 

At Middletown, Miss Juliette Tk. Russel, daughter 
of Capt. Wm. Russel, aged 19 

At Chatham, on the 23d ult. Mr. Bethel Judd, aged 
64. He was one of the brave men who survived ti 
massacre of Fort Griswold, on Groton Heig!" 















































































272 Poctry—A Dirge.—The Life Boat.— Yale College. 


Woetry. 
—S—— 
From Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine. 


A DIRGE. 


Weep not for her '—Oh she was far too fair, 
Too pure to dwell on this guilt-tainted earth ! 
The sinless glory, and the golden air 
Of Zion, seemed to claim her from her birth! 
A spirit wandering from its native zone, 
Which, soon discov’ring, took her for its own; 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her!—Her span was like the sky, 
Whose thousand stars shine beautiful and bright ; 
Like flowers that know not what it is to die ; 
Like long-link’d shadeless months of Polar light ; 
Like Music floating o’er a waveless lake, 
Wuile Echo answers from the flowery brake: 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her !—She died in early youth, 
Ere hope had lost its rich romantic hues; 
When human bosoms seem’d the homes of truth, 
Andearth still gleam’d with beauty’s radiant dews, 
Hee summer-prime waned not to days that freeze ; 
Her wine of life was run not to the lees: 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her '—By fleet or slow decay, 
__ It never griev’d her bosom’s core to mark 
The playmates of her childhood wane away ; 
Her prospects wither; or her hopes grow dark; 
Translated by her God, with spirits shriven, 





She pass’d as ‘twere in smiles from earth to Heaven. 


Weep not for her! 


! hea : 
, SOHC OMriPS tetme ~ 
_— af haffled pliss ine weaftth sie) 
a or yres; sad down Ave’y vale of wars . 
s ; 7 = . wr 
Boe re ei d leaves from Friendship’s tree 
n earth's wintry wold alone to be; , 
Weep not for her! 


Weep not for her !——She is an angel now 
And treads the sapphire floors of Paradise 
en wee from her refulgeut bras ’ 

, Sorrow suffering ishe 
Victorious over dent, pal ge nner 
The vista'd joys of Heaven's eternal year : 

Weep not for her! Sie, 


a: not for her !—Her memory is the shrine 
wv eggs § thoughts, soft as the scent of flowers 
alm as on windless eve the sun’s decline ; 
Sweet as the song of birds among the bowers ; 
Rich as a rainbow with its hues of light i 
Pure as the moonshine of an autumn night : 
Weep not for her! tbe 


Weep not for ier!—There is no cause for wo: 
But rather nerve the spirit, that it walk 
weerbleg o’er the thorny paths below 
nd from earth's low defilements keep 
the : 
a> whew a few fleet severing years heey Boe, meri 
ii meet thee at Heaven's gate—and lead thee on! 
erp uel lor ter! ; 
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THE. LIFE BOAT. 


Ata late Missionary Meeting in Plymouth, Eng. a 
speaker thas alluded to the Life Boat : 

“ The world (he exclaimed) is a wreck! We have 
all been overboard, contending with the mighty bil- 
lows ; but, glory be to God, He sent us the Life Boat! 
We were taken into it---some half dead, and others 
gasping for life---and were safely brought to land.--- 
Aud now, what shall we do with the Life Boat !--- 
shall we not send it off to the wreck, and try to save 
the rest of the crew ?--or shall we be so hard-hearted 
as to say: ‘ Let them save themselves as they can--- 
gome on a hawser, others on a plank; or let them go 
to the bottom?’ Far be this fram u<«' No, Sir, we are 
come hither on purpose to man the boat, te» vietnal 
and provision her afresh, and to send her off again, 
to endeavor to pick up and save all the rest of the 


”? 


crew . 


— 





It is morgdifficult to repair a credit that is once 
shaken, than to keep that jn a flourishing greennes:, 
which was never blasted 





YALE COLLEGE. 


The Corporation of Yale College, at their late ses- 
sion, appropriated a sum not exceeding one thousand 
dollars annually to the relief of indigent students, and 
to the encouragement of merit. 

Danie! Boardman, Esq. of the city of New York, 
has made a donation to the College of one thousand 
and ten acres of Jand, in the town of Granby, in Ver- 
mont, “as a token of his high respect for that ancient 


and noble institution, which has contributed so large- 


vie ~ ongutid . —_ aT.) f the hiwk--+ 
wues el scree Ging NECNER” or more than 


one hundred and twenty years.” 

The Corporation haye also appropriated three hun- 
dred dollars to procure the machinery necessary for 
gymnastic exercises. : 





ORDINATION. 


Ordained, at Rush, Mouroe Co. N. Y. on the 241! 
ult. the Rev. Ente Prince, as an Evangelist The 
Introductory Prayer was offered by Rev. William P. 
amirich. Sermon by Rev. John B. Whittlesey from 
ad Timothy, iv. 2. Ordaining Prayer by Rev. Jolin 
— Charge to the Evangelist by Rev. Miles P. 
Squire. Concluding Prayer by Rev. Mr. Sedewick.-- 
Communicated. 





NOTICE. 
The Annnal Meeting of the Female Auxiliary Bible 


| Society will be held at the Lecture Room at the North 


Church, on Wednesday, at 4 o’clock, P,M. Punctu- 
al attendance is requested. If the weather should be 
bad on that day, the first pleasant day after. 
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